DORSET DIRT 2023         Short Paper Route Description
Go down the High Street and over Greys Bridge, left through 'closed road' Dorset Showground. Then Go straight ahead (right) by iron bar where the Piddle Valley road turns sharp left.Keep straight on until the top left hand corner of Dole's Hill Plantation, then turn right  in the field, along the top of the wood, and left (North) in the small vallley.

Keep straight on to the next metalled road (Drakes Lane, then RIGHT for 100 yards,and LEFT up a wide grassy bridleway.

Straight ahead until you come to a red phone box, now the village library, and the shelter/check point (Cross Lanes). (10.30-11.30am)

9.4 miles  Go 900 yards along lane opposite check point (West), turn right into the fields through the middle, open gate signed for Dorset Gap.

Follow Dorset Gap signs to Dorset Gap. When the bridleway divides fork right/straight on up hill to Dorset Gap. Sign book in plastic box!
Follow Wessex Ridgeway waymarks and signs (the curly ones) to the next metalled road B3143)

14 miles Turn Right (North) for a mile. After the village shop (closed after midday) turn next left for Buckland Newton Playing Field where we often stop to eat our lunch. Continue down the lane to the Gaggle of Geese checkpoint where you can meet up with other riders,buy tea, coffee, and other drinks and consume them on the lovely lawns, or in the giant wigwam if wet.
Turn left out of the pub car park and continue in a south westerly direction until the road peters out and a concrete track turning sharp right, blue arrow but signed for nowhere, continues as a flint gravel track to the top of Watts Hill.
Turn right on to the fast and and furious Old Sherborne Road for 500 yards, then sharp left under low trees just before the 14% ‘steep hill’ triangle.

Continue on track to Dogbury Gate (great views of Minterne House). There is a 1foot deep flooded dip near the end so if you are on an e-bike, turn off the bridleway by lifteing it over the stile and dismount to the old school (bell turret) via the footpath sign across the field just before that. The alternative is to take the byway down to Minterne Parva just after the first turning left (a bridleway), and cycle back up the road to Minterne Magna, taking the first left after that.
Descend south to first junction, turn right (west)

Follow road past Batcombe Picnic Area and Hendover coppice Nature Reserve, past a large Ash Tree in the hedge, and find a hole in the hedge, where lies hidden the Batcombe or Gore Hill check Point (21 miles) 

After the Gore Hill check point keep going south on the main ridge for five miles to Crete Hill (26 miles.

Go left around Coronaton Plantation or left at Jackman's Cross (nasty ruts, take greast care if the grass is long).

Go south then South West to Park Farm.

Turn left at Park Farm, 

cross the main valley road at the bottom of this steep hill, 

follow over the bridge down the riverside bridleway then left right and left to the route 26 cycleway past Sun Inn right  into Dorchester, 

then at Hangman's cottage,  right and sharp left up to County Hall, Colliton Club.

Turn right in front of Colliton Club, cross to Top o' Town Car Park and Cafe by zebra crossing.  31.7 MILES
Apps for smartphone: free version of Viewranger GPS plus offline OS 1:50,000 map of south/west of England (£8.50). American and Russian satellite then free of charge!

For Garmin Dorset Dirt .gpx route go to our Facebook page.
https://connect.garmin.com/modern/activity/1328095291
